D
iffuse malignant mesothelioma is an uncommon, aggressive malignancy that occurs in the lining of the chest and abdominal cavity, and the most commonly affected site is the pleura (Lee, Light, & Musk, 2000) . This review focuses on diffuse malignant pleural mesothelioma (DMPM).
Asbestos exposure is the primary cause of DMPM in 60%-80% of cases (Moskel, Urschel, Anderson, Antkowiak, & Takita, 1998 (Antman, Pass, & Schiff, 2001 ). According to data from the 1990s, the incidence of mesothelioma cases peaked in the United States in 2000 (Price, 1997); experts predict that the incidence in the United States will decrease in 2000-2050 because of legislation that has reduced or eliminated workplace exposure to asbestos (Calvert & Plante Washart; Moskel et al.) . Asbestos exposure in western European countries was greatest in the 1960s and 1970s; therefore, in these countries, the annual incidence is expected to increase steadily until 2020 (Bradshaw, 2000; Butchart, 1999; Lee et al., 2000; Peto, Decarli, LaVecchia, Levi, & Negri, 1999; Peto, Hodgson, Matthews, & Jones, 1995; Price) .
Individuals at highest risk for developing DMPM are those who work with asbestos, such as insulators, pipefitters, shipyard workers, brake mechanics, and railroad workers, and those in construction trades (Calvert & Plante Washart, 2001; Huncharek, 1992) . Men are five times more likely to develop DMPM than women because they are employed more frequently in work settings where asbestos products are used (Churg, 1988 This material is protected by U.S. copyright law. Unauthorized reproduction is prohibited. To purchase reprints or request permission to reproduce, e-mail reprints@ons.org.
